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BELTON WOODS GOLF CLUB      

LADIES SECTION ZOOM COMMITTEE MEETING  

          

7th April 2021 

       

Attending:  Sue Raynor (SR), Kim Davies (KD), Liz Moses (LM), Caroline Hills (CH), 

Becky Foster (BF), Steph Lee (SL), Jill Baggaley (JB), Jan Machin (JM), Neal Holloway 

(NH), Matt Bradley 

 

    1.      Apologies     

            Trudi Galloway (TG), Chrissy Reynolds (CR)  

  

     2.      Minutes from the last meeting      

The minutes from the meeting held on 3rd March were accepted and signed by LM on 

behalf of SR 

  

    3.      Matters Arising      

There were no matters arising.  

 

 

4.  Liaison 

SR welcomed NH and MB to the Ladies committee meeting and asked for their reports. 

 

Neal Holloway: 

Course update 

Tees - aware that these need some work in places but the season is too early and these 
will be over seeded and dressed very soon ready for the growing season 

Greens – treatment ongoing for disease and moss, I feel in good condition for 
essentially winter greens. 
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Bunkers – these are in the green keeping programme to be raked properly every Friday 
and every Monday. Preferred lies are in place. Ongoing improvements in terms of 
trimming and filling with sand continue. 

Pin Positions – will revert back to ABC very soon. Will be moved at least once a week. 

Shrinking Greens – contrary to opinion the greens are being cut to match original 
irrigation as there has been creep over the years and this is leading to muddy patches 
where irrigation is not going onto a sandy base 

Driving Range – improvement works ongoing to include contactless ball dispenser, 
Unfortunately lack of respect for facilities an issue. 2000 new balls ordered. 

Hay Bales – will be gone by the end of this week. 

Par 3 course – no plans to reinstate at this current time, all monies we have will be 
invested in main courses. 

Greenkeeper Staffing Levels – have recruited 1 new greenkeeper looking for one more. 
Close to offering a mechanic and potentially 2 more apprentices. 

New Machinery – all ordered awaiting a delivery date 

New Head of Golf –  Matt Bradley 

Membership Advisor – currently recruiting 

  

Hotel update 

Changing Rooms – money approved just awaiting a date 

Car Park Rubbish Bins – current bins are not really fit for purpose waiting for a meeting 
with Biffa to see what can be done. 

Starters Hut – will open in line with business demands 

Others 

Stantons Brasserie refurb confirmed most probably August 

Improvements to Spa – will not happen this year 

 

 

Matt’s Report April 7th 2021 
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Firstly I just want to say thank you for the support I’ve had since starting at Belton 
Woods just under 2 years ago. And can’t wait to take the ownership and responsibility 
of the head of golf positions, and begin to properly work alongside all committee to 
progress the club even further 
  
It’s been a busy first week of opening with many members rounds. We have had 968 
members round with 6 new members joining. The golf shop will be open from the 12th 
and I am hoping that all new stock will be arriving this week ready for opening. As a 
thank you to members, for the first week 12th - 18th April we are offered 20% discount 
on clothes and shoes for all members.  
  
Unfortunately the starters hut has not been as successful as we hoped and because of 
this the hut will now only be open on the weekend, until the hotel reopens on the 17th of 
May. 
  
The course is taking great shape, and we have to remember it is only April, so for the 
season ahead it looks very positive. On that note I just want to say a big thank you to all 
the seniors and ladies for volunteering their free time to help with operation bunker! And 
for the ladies to organising folding rakes for their section. This help has allowed the 
bunkers to be back in play, so thank you again.  
  
From the 12th of April the hotel will be offering outside dining from 1pm until sunset. 
  
  
I have got one questions. We will be changing supplier with the scorecards, is there 
anything specific you think we need to add onto the card or change?  
 
 
SR asked for any questions to the General Manager/Golf Manager 
 
LM requested that the greenkeepers look more closely at the positioning of tees on the 
tee boxes, as two holes on Lakes had a sprinkler head in the teeing area. 
The starters/pro shop staff will remind players to smooth bunkers after playing from 
them.  
Membership vouchers will be valid until the end of 2021 and winners’ vouchers in the 
pro shop will be extended by 6 months. 
A new contactless payment system will be in place at the range. This will give the option 
of buying fewer balls than the current 60 for £4.00. 
 
There were no further questions for NH and MB, who then left the meeting. 
 
 
 
 5.    Lady Captain’s Report 
 
Since my last report, we have welcomed back playing golf with our course reopening. 

The weather has been kind too.  

 

Before the opening of the course, the ladies section joined the Seniors in “Operation 

Bunker”, a joint effort to get the bunkers back in play for the opening of golf on 29th 
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March. The management were both grateful and supportive providing food and 

beverages on both days of the operation. There remained several bunkers to be 

finished by the green keepers and unfortunately it has been noted that these have not 

been weeded as well as those by the seniors and ladies! We have been told that they 

would all be hand rotovated and topped up with sand. We understand the Lakes course 

has been given priority to be be followed by the Woods. 

 

Following on from comments received at last month’s meeting that the Ladies 

Invitational was scheduled to take place during the hotel closure and there would be no 

indoor dining available, this has now been moved to the following week, the 23rd. The 

fixtures list has been amended on the website and in the changing room. Belton Parks 

friendly has also had to be rearranged for the same reason. After much tooing and 

froing with different dates, we have agreed on Thursday 22nd July as the new day. 

 

The first Mixed competition of the year was played on Good Friday. The Mixed 

Betterball Stableford attracted 16 pairs who played the Woods course. The winners 

were Dave Hitch partnered by Yvonne Walker with a very respectable 47 points. 

Second place was Paul Moules and Elizabeth Milne with 42points and third was Steph 

Lee and Paul Bryan with 41. Nearest the Pin winner for the ladies was Pat Haynes on 

holes 11 and 15. Tony Hills took the Nearest the Pin prize for the men on hole 15. 

The Captains’ Drive In took place in brilliant sunshine on Sunday 4th. Both Captains 

teed up for their first drive and the competition for guessing the drive was won by Jen 

Hallett and Steve Watson. I have to admit I was extremely nervous, couldn’t even get 

my ball to stay on the tee peg, but was grateful it was nice and straight if not that long at 

120 yards. 

A welcome surprise at the halfway house was complimentary Hot Cross Buns provided 

by the management for which I have sent thanks on behalf of the section. 

First place in the Mixed/Ladies teams was Paul Moules and Elizabeth Milne with a score 

of 45 points, adding to their Easter haul. Pleased to say Dave and I came in second 

place with 42 points and happy to think my two eagle/albotross 5 pointers helped 

towards the final score. Thanks to my Vice, Jill for keeping me company and 

representing the section so well. Third place was Wendy and Les Stewart with 40 points 

and fourth place was Lesley and Paul Perrin with 39 points. Nearest the Pin winners 

were Lesley Perrin on the 4th and Wendy Stewart on the 15th. Men’s winners were 

Graham Bell and Annan Galloway. I’d like to thank all the ladies for their show of 

support at the beginning of what I believe will be a great year. I only hope I will enjoy 

every comp as much as I did the Drive In. 
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6.   Hon Secretary’s Report  

I think I will speak for all of us when I say how wonderful it was to be back on the golf 

course over the last 10 days. Well done to Sue and Becky for managing to get the 

Easter Mixed and Captains Drive-In organised at short notice. Also many 

congratulations to Matt on his promotion to Golf Manager. 

I have received an email from Matt, saying that within the next week he will be getting 

40,000 new score cards printed, and asking for any input that we might have. Has 

anyone any ideas or suggestions? I have asked whether the greenkeepers will be 

reverting to pin positions A, B and C, as we might want these put on the new cards, 

although I know that at least one person doesn’t think it necessary. 

As Neal and Matt have already given their reports I have nothing else to add from the 

liaison meeting. I have had no correspondence to bring to the meeting either. We will 

discuss the score cards under AOB. 

 

        7.   Treasurer’s Report  

TG reported on April 17th that the Current a/c is £2137.68 and the deposit a/c is 

£1,908.03.  

 

8.  Competition and Handicap Secretary’s Report 

The first qualifying Stableford competition went ahead today, 7th April, with over 21 

ladies taking part. There were some teething problems with people forgetting how to 

sign in and enter their scores; however, on the whole it went well. Kathy Donnelly won 

with 33 stableford points and Gail Cowen was second with 31. Any handicap changes 

will be effected by the computer at midnight. 

The Par Bar is being well supported, with 35 ladies having signed up. JB asked whether 

there should be an “idiot’s guide” but it has been explained by BF via HDID and will be 

in the next newsletter. JM asked if the new way of awarding Pars had helped take-up? 

BF reminded everyone that Gross Pars would only be accepted in club competitions 

where an individual game is played. 

Dates have been confirmed for the Aussie Spoons and Coronation foursomes, with the 

monthly medal also taking place for those not entering the Aussie Spoons. Social tees 

are available alongside the Coronation foursomes. 

 

9. League 

A Team Matches to go ahead next week with COVID measures in place 
Wednesday 14 April - Away v Stoke 
Saturday 17 April – Home v Burghley 

  
B Team Matches 
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Saturday 15 May – Away v Belton Park (Team Captain Steph) 
Wednesday 19 May – Home v Woodhall Spa (Team Captain Liz) 

  
All teams have been selected in handicap order and information emailed out to all 
participants with Team Sheets attached. 
I have also displayed hard copies of the team sheets and sign up sheet on the Locker 
Room board for reference. 

  
Thank you Steph & Liz for helping me by captaining on the day and Good Luck to 
everyone in their matches 

  
 

10. AOB 

The layout of the new score cards was discussed. TG made a suggestion via email that 

the slope index of the course should be displayed beside the Par of every tee. LWGA 

have advised that although the ideal is to have “Handicap Index”, “Course Handicap” 

and “Playing Handicap”, the critical figure is “COURSE HANDICAP”, as without that on 

a player’s card, she will be D/Qd. It was suggested that Matt should check with England 

Golf and LM will pass on our suggestions. Action LM.  

SR thanked Bruce Foster for the trophies that he had passed on to her which make 

lovely keepsakes. She has found somewhere in Grantham to engrave new plaques to 

place on them.  

SR suggested that instead of the Mixed Open we could run a competition, maybe in 

celebration of all our lockdown birthdays. She has given most tees back to the shop, but 

kept 8 in case we decide to play. Action SR, BF, LM 

 

The date of the next meeting will be Thursday 6th May at 19.00 by Zoom. SR will attend 

the liaison meeting on Wednesday 5th on her own as LM has a previous engagement. 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 20.26  

 

Signed……………………………………………Lady Captain  Date……………….  


