
  

BELTON WOODS GOLF CLUB  

LADIES’ SECTION  

  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

  

MINUTES - TUESDAY 8th JANUARY 2019 AT 7:30PM  

  

Officers Present:   

Lesley Perrin  Lady Captain 

Julie White  Vice Captain and Honorary Lady Treasurer 

Sue Raynor  Honorary Lady Secretary 

Becky Foster  Honorary Lady Handicap & Competition Secretary 

 

Committee Present: 

Liz Moses  Past Lady Captain 

Steph Lee  Committee Member 

Jacqui Francis Committee Member 

Caroline Hill  Committee Member 

Elaine Lilley  Committee Member 

 

Members Present: 

Pat Hawcroft  Pat Hall 

Kim Davies  Yvonne Walker 

Melini Copley Judi Downward 

Shirley King  Chris Reynolds 

Anne Meadows Gaynor Daykin 

Frances Tucker Jill Baggaley 

Jen Hallett  Sophie Ellis 

Ken Claxon  Connor Bungay 

Ben Skeet  Andy Richardson 

Brian Robinson Iain Fulton 

Christophe Gitton     

  

1.  Apologies  

  

Apologies were received from: 

 

Pat Foreman  Wendy Stewart Lis Isles  Jane Joyner 

Linda Thetherly Jan Machine  Liz Milne  Dianne Sharpe 

Christine Birkett Ginny Dixon  Jane Forbes  Helle Fentem 

Rita Cooper  Bev Warner  Donna Knight Jan Thurlow 

Hnin Shein  Pat Haynes  Gail Cowan  Fran Donagahy 

Lorraine Robertson Bruce Foster  Paul Perrin  Paul Stanley 

David Toule  Tony Hills 



 

2.  Minutes of previous AGM (9th January 2018)  

  

SR reported that the Agenda for this meeting and the minutes from last year’s 

meeting have been made available via the noticeboards, the website, and emailed to 

all Ladies. Extra copies have been made available tonight on the chairs along with 

the financial accounts for the period ending November 2018 

  

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record, and duly signed 

by the Lady Captain.  

  

3.  Matters Arising   

  

SR asked members present if there were any matters arising from the minutes of the 

meeting January 2018.    

  

There were no matters arising.  

  

4.  Lady Captain’s report  

 

Welcome Ladies & Gentleman, Captain Brian & Past Captains. 

  

I have been a member of Belton Woods Golf Club for many years and have always 

been proud to represent my Club so thought it only fair that I take my turn as Lady 

Captain. 

 

There were a few challenges early on to start with particularly when my Vice Captain 

decided at short notice she was moving to Scotland.  This left me without a Vice 

Captain, but this was quickly resolved by Jules stepping up and taking the position 

which, I am extremely grateful for.  

 

This role has not been an easy task particularly when you work full time.  I am only 

too pleased I had a change of career prior as there is no way I would have been able 

to do this working my previous hours in the motor trade. I have always tried to do my 

best, but I soon realised that you will never please everyone.  I didn’t get to play as 

much golf as previous Captains or experience any of the playing privileges, but I 

have enjoyed playing with new ladies this year and getting to know people.  I 

apologise to the ladies that play on Wednesdays as unfortunately I didn’t get time to 

play any golf with you.  The saying goes you can’t be in two places at once. 

 

The year started off in extremely Cold wet weather which lead to the first few 

competitions being either shortened to 9 holes or rescheduled all together. The 

Beast from the East hit hard and then a few months later the unpredictable British 

weather turned in to a heatwave and we were crying out for rain.   

 

We have a great Ladies section and we have had lots of friendly matches away and 

at home. I am not going to bore you with the results. We won some, we lost some, 

but everyone enjoyed themselves, and that’s what it should be about.  Thanks to all 

the ladies that played in these and thanks to Sue, Steph & Jules for looking after 

these. Thanks also to Liz who looked after a couple of Wednesday comps for me 

also. 

 



We also had several mixed friendlies which are always enjoyable and thanks to 

Jules for looking after these.  I would encourage everyone to play these as they are 

a good way to meet fellow golfers with a nice meal afterwards. 

There have been a few in house comps and In June the Captains Challenge Men v 

Ladies took place.  The Men have won this for several years, however not this one, 

the Ladies team were victorious.  

  

The Match which is between the Men, Ladies Seniors and Juniors was to take place 

in August.  It started off in glorious sunshine and then moments later the British 

weather turned again and there were hailstones.  This was finally rescheduled in 

October. It was a real close match with the Ladies leading until the last group came 

in.  This was won by the Senior Section.  It just shows you there’s hope for us all 

yet!! 

 

The Ladies League Teams had a good season.  We are very lucky to have an A 

team and B Team, and this is because our ladies are always honoured to represent 

their club.  These are always played in a great competitive spirit.   The A team went 

in to the last match against Torksey away knowing that if they won, they would win 

the league and if they lost, they would be demoted.   Everyone tried their best as 

always but Torksey presented a strong team and on their home turf managed to win.  

Unfortunately, that meant we have gone from division 1 to division 2.  Only a 

temporary blip I am sure with Trudi’s leadership 

The B team had a great season finishing just missing out promotion to Wood Hall 

Spa. Thank you to the Team Captains Trudi and Stand in Captain Liz for looking 

after things for Steph this year due to her injury at the start of the season.   

 

The Ladies had their annual weekend away at the Welcombe Hotel in Stratford Upon 

Avon in July this year. This was organised by Pat Hawcroft, Pat you do a wonderful 

job so many thanks once again for continuing to do this.  This was a great venue but 

oh my what a hilly course.  Only for the fittest, I think.  The normal shenanigans 

continued in to the night and now we seem to get a private room.  Do you think they 

are trying to tell us something?? 

 

For my Lady Captains day at the end of September I decided on the theme of 

Novelty Headwear.  I thank everyone who played on the day and for embracing the 

headwear theme.  There are certainly some creative ladies amongst you.  My 

apologies that it clashed with the final day of the Ryder cup.  I foolishly thought that 

this was in the USA and due to the time difference, we would be able to watch it 

later. 

 

Bruce and I had a joint charity day this year and split the proceeds between our two 

charities.   I would like to thank Paul, Pat, Steph & Helen for all their help on the day.  

I chose Dementia UK as my charity.  Some people joke about this illness but please 

think twice as it is no joking matter to see a loved one suffer from this horrible illness.  

I am therefore pleased to say with everyone’s generosity I have raised £2624 and I 

will be arranging to hand over the cheque sometime soon.  I thank everyone for their 

support and let’s hope this can make a difference.  I would like to thank Ben and 

Josh in the shop for ensuring things ran smoothly. Starters Roger & Chris and 

Ranger Graham who always tries his best to speed people up. The claret jug Team 

especially wonderful Vicky (who always goes the extra mile),  

 

 

 



 

Andy, Brian and the greenkeeping staff. Although Seamus has now moved on to 

pastures new, I would still like to formally thank him for his involvement with the golf 

sections.  He definitely made us feel valued and that we were part of a team.  Let’s 

hope when the hotel finally gets rebranded this will continue. 

 

It has been a real eye opener being Lady Captain and I would like to thank and 

congratulate Bruce on his year as Club Captain.   

 

I would also like to thank all the committee members for their help and support 

during the year.  Special thanks to Sue my anchor-woman for all her help and 

support through the year. Although he can’t be here tonight, I would like to thank 

Paul for all his help and support throughout the year.   

 

I wish Jules all the success with her forthcoming year.  I hope you enjoy it. 

 

Best wishes to Club Captain Brian, Junior Captain Sophie, Seniors Captain Paul and 

Vice Captains Graham & Kim. 

 

To summarise It has been challenging, frustrating but also most enjoyable at times 

but I am now only too happy to hand the reigns over to someone else and go back to 

just playing Golf. 

 

Thank you. 

 

5.  Honorary Secretary’s report  
 

Lady Captain Lesley, Club Captain Brian, Junior Captain Sophie, Hotel Management 

– Christophe, Ben, and Andrew), Past Captains, Committee Members, Lady 

Members and Guests. 

 

Well, I’ve completed my first year as Honorary Secretary for the Ladies Section.  To 

be honest, at first, I thought “What have you let yourself in for” but now I’ve settled 

into the role and I’m enjoying it.  I must thank the previous Secretaries for their help, 

support, encouragement and advice namely, Elaine, Liz, Trudi and Becky. Thanks 

ladies, I couldn’t have carried on without you. 

Before joining the Committee in 2016, I didn’t realise how much went into organising 

all the events we all just turn up and play in – from the fun formats like the Putt & 

Take to the Club Open and everything in between. Yet I now know there is always 

the committee members working hard in the background to make it all happen.  Bit 

like the preverbal swan, calm and serene on the surface but paddling like mad out of 

site.  I would ask you to consider all the hard work that is put in in order for you to 

“just turn up and play” and support as many comps and events as you can so all that 

effort is not in vain. 

 

 

 

 

 



I was unable to attend the AGM of the LWGA last year but Liz Moses, together with 

Kim Davies did and reported back to the committee.  The main point taken from the 

AGM was that the name was to change from Lincolnshire Ladies County Golf 

Association to Lincolnshire Women’s Golf Association. This has happened as their 

committee felt “Ladies” to be elitist, off-putting to new members, out of step with 

women’s participation in sport (Women’s Hockey, Women’s Football/Rugby etc) and 

saw no necessity for keeping County in the title.  The motion was carried by a 

majority, with 8 votes against.  We do not have to change the name of our section. 

They also announced that New Rules Workshops would be run throughout the 

county and myself, Steph, Liz, and Lesley attended these from the Committee.  I 

know also that a few more of our lady members attended these last year so thank 

you for that.  You will find a list of the 20 Must Know Rules Changes that came into 

play from 1st January at the meeting tonight, but I would also urge you to visit our 

facebook page or our section website to watch a very informative and simple video 

explaining the new rules.  There are also links to the R&A website so no excuse for 

not knowing the new rules but please feel free to ask your committee if in any doubt. 

Unfortunately, it was reported at the LWGA AGM that Canwick Park had announced 

that, following a meeting on October 13th, they had gone into voluntary liquidation.  

They will not therefore be able to host the Past Captains competition in July 2019 

and have asked another club to take over.  I can now announce that since the 

meeting that club will be Belton Park. 

The full report on the LWGA AGM is included in our committee meeting minutes 

dated 7th November, again available on the website or as a hard copy in our 

changing room. 

As many of you know, as well as my position as Secretary, I also look after our 

Facebook and the Ladies Section of the Club’s Website. Thank you to all of you who 

have contributed by sending me details of the various Opens and Am-Ams you play 

in throughout the year.  It makes me very proud of our section and our club when 

you all do so well at these events.  It seems Belton Woods ladies are always in the 

prizes.  Please continue to send me your results and photos this year. If you have 

any suggestions on the sort of things you would l like to see on our facebook or 

website pages, please come and talk to me anytime or contact me by phone, text or 

email – I’d love to hear from you.  

You may also know, or not, that I work part time in golf retail and so come into 

contact with players from all the surrounding clubs and even further afield.  I always 

ask where they play and, inevitably, they then ask me if I play.  I stick out my chin 

and say proudly, I’m a member at Belton Woods to which the reply is nearly always 

“oh I’ve played there, the courses are beautiful” or “when I last played there the 

greens were excellent” or similar compliments.  That’s down to our fantastic 

greenkeeping staff so on behalf of the all those visitors and the ladies’ section, 

thanks Andy and your crew – great job. 

I’d like to say a few words about our retiring captain.  She had huge shoes to fill and 

had to contend with losing her vice half way through the year.  I was very honoured 

when Lesley asked me to be her Vice but did not feel able to take up the position.  

Fortunately, Julie stepped up and saved the day and I’d like to wish her every 

success in the coming year. Lesley also asked me to represent her for some of the 

Ladies Friendlies and I enjoyed it immensely, carefully coached by Liz and Gaynor – 

thanks ladies. 



Lesley works full time and as many of you know, her mother is not in the best of 

health, so she has not always been as present as she would have liked but she is to 

be commended for the amount she has raised for her charity, Dementia UK and her 

Captains day, with our novelty hats, was great fun.  I know she felt her golf was 

suffering at one point but she’s back firing on all cylinders now. You may remember 

Lesley finished her speech at the Presentation Evening with “The Final Countdown”, 

At the end of her captaincy year perhaps her song should be “I did it my way”.  

And so I come to Liz. Unfortunately, Liz is retiring from committee duties tonight.  

She has been on the committee for 5 years as committee member, Hon. Secretary, 

Vice-Captain, Captain and Past Captain.  She is always willing to help and advise 

and no one could question her loyalty and dedication.  Liz you will be sorely missed 

and thank you for everything. 

Well that’s it, my rookie officer year is almost complete. Here’s to the next 12 

months.  Thank you. 

 

6.  Honorary Treasurer’s Report 

  

Welcome Lady Captain Lesley, Vice-Captain Kim and committee members, and 

guests, thank you all for coming this evening. 

I hope you have all had a chance to look at the Financial Accounts for the year 

ending November 2018.  I would once again like to thank Pauline Brumhead for 

another great job in auditing the accounts for us, as ever it is very much appreciated.   

As you can see the financial situation is fairly stable with income and expenditure 

very much balancing each other out.   Unfortunately, though we have made a loss of 

£207 this year with fewer ladies taking part in completions.  (As you can see, Income 

from competitions in 2017 was £5569.00 but in 2018 it has deceased to £4093.00 

showing that we made £1476.00 less than last year from competitions.   

 

If anyone has any questions regarding the accounts, I will be more than happy to try 

to answer them. 

Could I once again please ask all ladies entering competitions, when putting monies 

into the envelopes to continue to CLEARLY mark the envelopes with your name, 

date, competition played, and amount paid before sealing and putting into lady’s 

competition box.  Please do not overfill the envelopes as they do tend to burst 

leaving money all over the box. 

 

7.  Honorary Competition Secretary’s Report  

  

Captains, past and present, ladies and gentlemen. 

 
I have done some comparisons on our entry figures.  Unfortunately, we were down in 
number of entries in 2018 compared with 2017 on both our monthly stablefords and 
medals. 
 
I have looked again at both Wednesday’s & Saturday figures to see how these 
compare. 
 
 
 
 



Qualifying stablefords (March to November) 
Weds  143 
Sat   91 
 Total  234 
 
Qualifying medals (April to November) 
Weds  52 
Sat  90 
 Total 142 
 
Overall total 376 compared with overall total in 2017 of 415.  More stablefords still 
played on Wednesdays and more medals on Saturdays. 
 
Entries into Trophy Competitions were also down - which is a great shame. 
 
The 6 Par Competitions were well supported although again still less than previous 
years. 
 
It was suggested to the Committee back in September that if one lady had already 
won a Par Comp and was through to the final and won another Par Comp then the 
place in the final would go to the 2nd/3rd place etc for the competition on the day.  
This was discussed at the meeting and it was agreed this would take place from 
2019.  Previously the lady with the highest score over all 6 rounds who did not win a 
round went through to the final. 
 
Hardy’s Challenge also saw a drop in numbers with only 8 pairs entering this year.  
This is disappointing as had been really well supported for many years and 16 pairs 
took part last year and the year before.   
 
The Par Bar – sign up sheet for 2019 is up on the noticeboard and ladies have 
started entering.  £10 entry fee for the year.  All Par’s on the lakes course to be 
logged as previously done.  No changes have been made. 
 
External Competitions: - Well done to ladies who won the qualifying round and went 
on to represent Belton Woods at other venues: - 
 
Daily Mail Foursomes: Lesley & Becky – went on to play Newark 
Australian Spoons:  Yvonne & Jen – played at Burghley 
Coronation Foursomes: Julie & Becky – went on to play at Lutterworth 
PING :   Yvonne & Jen – played at Gainsborough 
Queen of Clubs:  Lesley played at Trentlock 
Regional Medal Finals – sponsored by Bridgestone – Liz played at Burton on Trent. 
 
The EGU medal finalist is determined by the lady who returns the lowest aggregate 
of 4 nett scores during the period April – November (qualifying medals).  She is 
eligible to compete in the Regional Medal Finals.  Our regional final is at Woolaton 
Park on Sunday 19th May 2019.  The top 10 from each region then go through to 
the National Final which is played during golf week at Woodhall Spa on 12th 
August 2019.   The lady will be presented with a memento / keepsake at the 
regional final.  Congratulations to our winning lady for 2018 – Caroline Hills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rules of Golf – 2019 
 
There has been a lot of discussion around the new rules which became effective 
from 1/1/19.  A main focus is encouraging a speedier pace of play.   
 
Along with the recommendation of “Ready Golf” – playing in a safe and responsible 
way for convenience – an alternative form of Strokeplay is also suggested & 
recommended by the R&A.  This is called “Maximum Score” format for Strokeplay.  It 
is suggested that the Committee can agree to cap a score for each hole played to a 
maximum figure.  This will mean when a player reaches this figure, they can pick up, 
enter that score on their card and move on to the next hole without having to “hole 
out”. 
 
This was discussed at our Committee meeting last week and at the Men’s AGM.  It 
has been agreed to trial this format.  It was also agreed at the ladies committee that 
this would only be for the monthly medal competitions (April – November) and not for 
any Trophy Competitions.  By allowing 5 shots over par for each hole it would mean:  
 
Par 3’s capped at 8   /   Par 4’s capped at 9   /   Par 5’s capped at 10. 
 
It is hoped this will assist in pace of play and encourage more ladies to take part in 
medal competitions, especially on the lakes course.  It may also reduce the number 
of NR’s. 
 

Handicap Secretary’s Report  

Finally, just to mention the Club’s Handicap Committee Annual Review meeting has 

been arranged for Wednesday 30th January 2019.  I will be contacting any lady 

within a few days of the meeting should their handicap be affected. 

 
Thank you for listening. 

 

8.  Hotel Management report  

 

The first report was given by Christophe Gittan 

 

After introducing himself to those present and giving a brief resumé of his 

career he continued as follows: 

After the takeover by RBH, a few hotels have been sold, Mottram Hall for 

example but they are still in the process of deciding what to do with the 

portfolio.  No plans to sell Belton Woods, could be rebranded or kept as Belton 

Woods brand especially as it is well known and respected in the golfing 

industry, but no plans as yet. Surveyors have been round and there will be 

investment across the hotel and golf.  Key focus will be in Food and Beverage, 

the Claret Jug, Golf Course and dining room, locker rooms etc. Looking at 

priorities but investment will happen anyway.  I will be staying on until a 

replacement is found. The owners are keen to get the right person as Belton 

Woods is one of their biggest in the portfolio so getting the right person is 

important.  Changes have already been made in Food and Beverage and a big 

focus is being put on this and the restaurant with ideas for a fine dining 

restaurant in addition to the carvery. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Questions: 

EL asked for clarification on the management structure. 

Christoph explained that RBH is managing the Q portfolio.  They can go down 

the route of branding i.e. Hilton, Double Tree etc. but this would still be under 

RBH management.  EL then asked when finance would be made or if we had to 

wait for branding to be in place before this was available.  Christoph said not 

and that golf was favourable for some of the finance. After being asked if a date 

had been set for these decisions, he reiterated that we are all in the same boat 

and that everything would be clearer after 31.1.19 when discussions would be 

held. 

Several questions then followed regarding state of locker rooms and on course 

toilets.  SR reminded members that all these questions had already been put to 

the management at our monthly meetings and their response could be found in 

the meeting minutes which were readily available in the locker rooms and on 

our website. 

 

The second report was given by Ben Skeet.   

Evening Captains, Vice Captains and members.  We have had a challenging year overall for 
both golf and the hotel as a whole.  Golf was impacted by the weather during the first four 
months...  We were £61k back on budget after 4 months and finished 73k behind budget 
overall which shows how significantly those first 4 months were on the business. 

We have seen a lot of change over the year in terms of staffing which has also been hard on 
the department with Brad leaving and the Seamus & Joey moving across to bars manager & 
Tom Dixon leaving the membership role.  This has made any continuity difficult.  I am however 
hiring 3 new members of staff (hopefully all in Jan/early February- MSA, Golf operations and 
retail Manager and Golf Assistant. Please make them feel welcome this will be greatly 
appreciated. 

I would personally say that the courses have once again been in fantastic condition all year 
round despite the weather up until May.  The winter have been very kind up until this point 
and the courses have stood up very well to any inclement weather we have experienced.  I 
would therefore like to thank Andy and his Team for all their hard work to produce the standard 
of the course we have had. 

We are relieved to have been able to secure investment last year to the 19 tee boxes and will 
continue to do all we can to gain further investment into the courses as has been submitted 
for 2019.  We have also submitted requests for halfway house, driving range and are trying to 
gain capital for improvements of the changing rooms. 

I would personally just like to thank all of my dedicated and hard-working staff from the golf 
shop with Brad & Josh to Chris, Roger & Graham in the starters hut and my casual summer 
staff such as Ben Mitchell, James Larkin, Joshua Allen and Joey Dolan.  They are all a credit 
to the hotel and integral to the success of my department. 

Congratulations to Bruce Foster, Lesley Perrin, Connor Bungay and David Toule who have all 
done great jobs as their roles as Captains throughout the year.  They have all been a credit to 
the club and the hotel throughout 2018. 

 

 

 



I want to wish all the best to all our outgoing Captains for helping us over the year with anything 
that has cropped up and for being great ambassadors for both the club and the hotel. 

Finally, I would like to welcome your incoming Captain Julie White and offer her my help with 
anything over the year I can be of help with.  I am sure she, along with the section will have 
another positive and successful year in 2019 

The third report was given by Andrew Richardson.  

Thanks to Brian & the rest of the greenkeeping staff, Ben and the Pro Shop, Captains, 
committee members and all members. 

It has been a tough year with extreme weather conditions.  Sad loss with a member of the 
green staff passing away.  We have had Ice, Snow and the spring grass grew quickly due to 
a nice warm summer which turned into a drought.  We were unable to put water on the 
tees.  On the plus side the winter has been kind so far.  The bunkers one the lakes turfed and 
waiting for sand.  We have removed sand-based tees in house and added extra irrigation to 
the tee boxes.  We had a maintenance week in August and October which seemed to work 
well which worked well as there was less disruption.  The plan is to do the same this 
year.  Bunker work will continue.  In the spring we will continue to re turf the tee boxes.   

I wish everyone a successful year golfing wise. 

SR invited questions from the floor.  

LM asked Andy about “penalty areas” and whether it was the club’s intention to 

address these or not.  In particular, LM suggested they look at the 17th on 

woods and requested we have lateral relief.  Andy replied that they had planned 

to buy new hazard markers before the takeover.  They intend to mark all lakes 

as red and straight i.e. ditches, as yellow.  He said they could only buy so many 

but the 17th would be amongst the first to be done.  

 

9.  Election of Officers and Committee Members  

  

SR reminded ladies of the proposals for election of Officers and Committee 

Members, as follows  

  

Lady Captain - Julie White  

Vice-Captain - Kim Davies (to be ratified) 

Honorary Secretary - Susan Raynor  

Honorary Treasurer - Trudi Galloway  

Honorary Handicap & Competition Secretary - Becky Foster  

Ex Officio Member and Past Captain - Lesley Perrin (retiring Captain) 

Committee Member - Jacqui Francis   

Committee Member - Caroline Hills 

Committee Member - Stephanie Lee 

Committee Member - Elaine Lilley  

 

SR called the room to a mass vote for the above proposed election of Officers and 

Committee Members.  She asked for objections, she asked for abstentions.  

There were no objections or abstentions.  

  

LP presented the Lady Captain’s badge to Julie White.  

  

 

 



JW then presented the Vice Captain’s badge to Kim Davies 

 

LM presented LP with the past Captain’s badge. 

LM was then presented with a crystal tee light holder and thanked for all her hard 

work and dedication over the last 5 years on the committee.  

 

JW then presented LP with flowers with thanks for her year as Lady Captain. 

  

 

11.  Any other business  

  

SR Thanked everyone on behalf of the Ladies Committee for coming and supporting 

their section.  She reminded them that the committee is always here for them and 

wished them a safe journey home.  

The AGM closed at 8.30pm  

  

  

  

  

  

Signed:                Date:       

LADY CAPTAIN – Julie White 

  


