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Belton Woods Golf Club Men’s Committee Meeting Minutes 

Via Teams 

Wednesday 7th April 2021 

 

 

Present  

Paul Perrin                                   Secretary 

Dave Hitch                                          Club Captain 

Graham Bell    Past Captain 

Bruce Foster    Competition Secretary 

Tony Hills    Handicap Secretary 

Jonathan Cheeseman               Committee Member 

Andrew Mulhall   Junior Captain  

Sue Raynor    Ladies Captain   

Liz Moses    Ladies Secretary 

Ken Claxon    Junior Organiser 

Colin Musson    Seniors Captain 

Max Bates    Vice Captain 

Tony Stapleton        Treasurer 

Neal Holloway   General Manager 

Matthew Bradley   Assistant Golf Operations Manager 

Rob Vine    Committee Member  

 

 

Paul Perrin - Secretary 

There were no apologies received and Paul welcomed everyone to the meeting.   

The previous minutes were all circulated soon after the previous meeting and things 

that were brought to attention were duly changed. 

Paul thanked Jonathan Cheeseman for offering to take the position of Welfare Officer. 

He also apologized to Lady Captain Sue in reference to her previous suggestion about 

volunteering bunker weeding and litter picking.  It had turned out to be a great 

success. 

 

Neal Holloway - General Manager 

Course update 

Tees - aware that these need some work in places but the season is too early and 

these will be over seeded and dressed very soon ready for the growing season. 

Greens – treatment ongoing for disease and moss, I feel in good condition for 
essentially winter greens. 

Bunkers – these are in the green keeping programme to be raked properly every 

Friday and every Monday. Preferred lies are in place. Ongoing improvements in 

terms of trimming and filling with sand continue. 

Pin Positions – will revert to ABC very soon. Will be moved at least once a week. 

Shrinking Greens – contrary to opinion the greens are being cut to match original 

irrigation as there has been creep over the years and this is leading to muddy 
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patches where irrigation is not going onto a sandy base– contrary to opinion the 

greens are being cut to match original irrigation as there has been creep over the 

years and this is leading to muddy patches where irrigation is not going onto a sandy 

base. 

Driving Range – improvement works ongoing to include contactless ball dispenser, 

unfortunately lack of respect for facilities an issue. 2000 new balls ordered. 

Hay Bales – will be gone by the end of this week. 

Par 3 course – no plans to reinstate at this current time, all monies we have will be 

invested in main courses. 

Greenkeeper Staffing Levels – have recruited 1 new greenkeeper looking for one 

more. Close to offering a mechanic and potentially 2 more apprentices. 

New Machinery – all ordered awaiting a delivery date. 

New Head of Golf – Matt Bradley 

Membership Advisor – currently recruiting. 

Feedback in general – needs to be through the proper channels and not personal. 
Should not be listening to gossip and rumours and find some of this personally 

affronting, I will reserve right to revoke membership for serial complainers with time 

to waste and not constructive. 

Hotel update 

Changing Rooms – money approved just awaiting a date. 

Car Park Rubbish Bins – current bins are not really fit for purpose waiting for a 

meeting with Biffa to see what can be done. 

Starters Hut – will open in line with business demands.  This will open all weekend 

and weekly if there was the demand.  Outside dining will be available from the 12th of 

April from approx. 11am until Sunset. 

 Others 

Stanton’s Brasserie refurb confirmed most probably August. 

Improvements to Spa – will not happen this year. 

Pin positions ABC will be used from Friday and slips will be available from the pro 

shop until the new cards are printed. 

Shrinking Greens were not a fair point as these had gone back to original size. 

New machinery had been ordered from Toro and we are waiting on a delivery date. 

 

Questions to Neal Holloway 

Captain Dave asked if the Blue Stakes in Bunkers to mark GUR could be reinstated.  

Neal was not keen to do this as was time consuming and time could be used 

elsewhere. Neal had mentioned in his brief that tees had been going missing from the 

Driving range, so Liz asked it there was CCTV to see who were stealing these.  There 

was none at present. 

Bruce asked if the committee could have a timeframe of when the bunker work is due 

for completion as he needed to know ref competitions. Neal could only say this was a 

long-term project.  He also said if they were marked GUR then this would delay the 

work on the bunkers.  Neal agreed to send a weekly update from the Greenkeepers 

and took on board that there needs to be better communication. DH confirmed to Neal 

that it was he who had instructed the Secretary to forward the emails from the 

unhappy members. 
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Matt Bradley- Head of Golf  

Firstly, I just want to say thank you for the support I have had since starting at Belton 

Woods just under 2 years ago. And cannot wait to take the ownership and 

responsibility of the head of golf positions and begin to properly work alongside all 

committee to progress the club even further. 

  

It has been a busy first week of opening with many members rounds. We have had 

968 members round with 6 new members joining. The golf shop will be open from the 

12th and I am hoping that all new stock will be arriving this week ready for opening. 

As a thank you to members, for the first week 12th - 18th April we are offered 20% 

discount on clothes and shoes for all members.  

  

Unfortunately the starters hut has not been as successful as we hoped and because of 

this the hut will now only be open on the weekend, until the hotel reopens on the 17th 

of May. 

  

The course is taking great shape, and we must remember it is only April, so for the 

season ahead it looks very positive. On that note I just want to say a big thank you to 

all the seniors and ladies for volunteering their free time to help with operation 

bunker! And for the ladies to organising folding rakes for their section. This help has 

allowed the bunkers to be back in play, so thank you again.  

More Golf balls had been ordered for the driving range and there would be a ball pick 

up every evening. 

 

From the 12th of April the hotel will be offering outside dining from 1pm until sunset. 

   

I have got one questions. We will be changing supplier with the scorecards, is there 

anything specific you think we need to add onto the card or change?  
  
  

Questions to Matt 
Liz asked Matt if there could be an option for less balls.  Matt confirmed that with a Digi card 

there was only one option available but when they move to contactless payment then yes this 

could be done.  This should hopefully happen by the end of the month. 

Ken Claxon thanked Matt for his assistance with the Family Golf day held on the 

previous Saturday. 

Bruce asked a question about the markers on the course as there was some confusion 

about red and yellow stakes on the 12th Lakes.  It was confirmed that all yellow stakes 

would be removed, and paint would be used instead. 

Colin Musson queried about an annual direct debit that one of the Seniors had 

mentioned.  Matt confirmed that the 83 days was correct. 

Tony Hills thanked Matt & Neal for the Bales being removed.  He asked if a sign 

could be put up between bunkers and greens to discourage people from using trollies 

etc.  Neal said they would look to see what they could do.  Matt also confirmed that 

he would mention this to the Starters so they could advise all visitors etc. 
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Colin Musson – Senior Captain 

Colin confirmed that the Seniors had organized their first Match of the season.  This 

was 12th April at Newark, no hospitality. 

He had arranged three home matches 28th April 5th May and 12th May although there 

would be no hospitality afterwards. 

Tony Hills asked Colin if he could point out to the Seniors Section that they need to 

tick the qualifier box if handing in supplementary cards for it to effect their handicap. 

 

Dave Hitch – Captain 

Dave thanked Lady Captain Sue for her help with organizing the prizes for the 

Captains Drive in which everyone seemed to enjoy.  Congratulations to all the 

winners. 

Dave confirmed he wanted to postpone Captains Away Day until restrictions were 

lifted so as everyone could enjoy the hospitality afterwards. 

 

Bruce Foster – Competition Secretary 

First weekend back so there were no qualifiers.  The next 3 weeks has been organised, 

the Kirk Gibb was fully booked, Men’s Stableford and a Lincs Union Golf Stableford 

to be played over 2 rounds with the overall winner qualifying to play at Woodhall 

Spa. 

Heads up on May competitions, the 2nd May was the Captains Away day but as that 

has been put back this will not be a Stableford. 9th May Belton Woods Invitational (to 

be discussed) 16th Kinnersley Cup, 23rd second round Lincs Untion and 30th Help the 

Heroes. 

Bruce wanted to discuss about the Bunkers and the Invitational.   

The bunkers were discussed by the committee and it was felt that as more sand had 

been put in and the 6-inch rule was in place that they should be left in play currently. 

It was decided that the Men’s Invitation Day should be delayed until a later date. 

. 

Max Bates asked what the plans where for the Summer Knockouts.  BF no decision 

yet as waiting for guidelines from England Golf as to whether these sorts of 

competitions could take place. Bruce also confirmed the May comps would be put on 

howdidido do shortly. 

 

 

Tony Hills – Handicap Secretary 

 

Tony wanted to confirm that General Play guidelines were on the website mentioning 

the £2 entry and that people must tick the qualifying for cards to count. 

 

Tony Stapleton - Treasurer 

 

Tony informed the meeting that he had sorted out a £530 refund that we had been 

mistakenly charged previously.  This was seemingly to do with being offered a 

premium package for free and then it was not cancelled when the free trail had 

expired. This had now been reverted back to the standard package. 
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Andrew Mulhall – Junior Captain 

Andrew said things were now getting back to normal and the first comp had taken 

place which was for Adults/Juniors.  There were 21 juniors and 16 adults and had 

been successful. The Saturday 9-hole comps had started along with the summer 

leagues.  It was discussed about trying to open a Belton Woods Junior Instagram 

account which more Juniors could relate to. 

AOB  

 

PP asked if the Belton Woods Facebook page had disappeared.  The Captain is going 

to investigate this as he also was unable to locate this. 

KC asked if we had received a Safeguard accreditation certificate.  PP confirmed that 

he had checked the England Golf website and it says we have been accredited. 

DH confirmed that he had booked the room for November 20th for Presentation night.  

He suggested that the committee formulate a plan on what format the night should be. 

BF asked about the £1500 donation from the Lincs Golf for a summer event.  Dave 

confirmed that we were waiting for Government guidelines. 

BF felt that we should hear feedback, but names should be kept anonymous. 

TH felt that the Head Greenkeeper should be at these events.  PP confirmed that he is 

sent all the emails to invite him but does not respond to any. PP would confirm with 

Matt if in fact he does get the emails. 

PP asked Bruce if he knew why certain people were struggling to get into the teams 

meeting.  PP asked if people could start joining the meeting at 6.45. 

 

 

 

 

The meeting closed at 20.16 

Next meeting 5th May 19.00pm 

http://www.beltonwoodsgolfclub.co.uk 

Also follow us on Facebook, Belton Woods Golf Club & twitter  

 

http://www.beltonwoodsgolfclub.co.uk/

